
DAVID ORR FARM - ORR”S ISLAND

Clement Orr and Joseph Orr were brothers, who after living on Harpswell Neck and
cutting wood for several seasons, decided to purchase Little Sebascodegan Island to
the east of the Neck, in about 1747, and log off the trees there. They apparently had
a vessel that they could carry loads of cord wood and barrel staves as well as mast
spars which they could sell for profit in Boston, Salem and Newberryport.

Joseph Orr settled on Wilson’s Point where the Orr’s Island Camp Ground was more
recently located and Clement Orr settled up on the top of the hill just south of the
present Orr’s Island Fire Station. This way the brothers had separate homes but were
in close proximity to each other in case of any Native attacks. A garrison blockhouse
was built on the west shore between the two homesteads. Over time Little
Sebascodegan became Orr’s Island.

Joseph Orr house aka Kittridge House

Clement and his wife Deborah Ward had eight children one girl and seven boys all of
whom lived to maturity and married. Of these children, one was David Orr and
another was William Orr. It is difficult to follow the division of Clements property but
it appears that William bought the original Clement Orr homestead and property to
the South but also had the property on the other side of the present route 24.



Clements homestead

William Orr was a Deacon of the Baptist Church on Harpswell Neck for many years.
He is usually referred to as Deacon Orr in most histories.

The Orr's Island Cemetery was started on the property of William and Frances Orr in
1838. In 1855 the Orr's Island Meeting house, which was adjecent to the cemetery,
was built on the Orr property and shared on a quarterly basis by the Methodists,
Free Baptists, Calvinist Baptists and Congregationalists. The building was financed by
the sale of pews and the pew holders became the proprietors of the church. In 1856,
William and wife Frances Orr deeded the cemetery property to the proprietors of
the meeting house.

In 1900 an additional parcel of land for the cemetery was deeded by Charles and
Eunice Orr to the "Free Baptist Church Association. The Cemetery was originally
much smaller than now and the “Old Yard” was next to the meeting house was the
original burial ground while the paupers were buried in the section directly behind
the meeting house.

In the South corner of the present cemetery on the east side of the road, within the
cemetery fence. is the foundation for the original Orr’s Island Schoolhouse. It was re-
discovered not long ago when the new granite fence posts were being installed. Also
on that same side of the road and a short way further south by the Blueberry Hill
Road was the original site of the present Orr’s Island Methodist Church which was
later jacked up and moved to it’s present location. There was also a hearse house
located there all on former Orr property.

David Orr and wife Joanna Toothaker apparently owned the property to the North of
the old meeting house. I believe their home is now the house belonging to Rachel
and Bruce Leland. (William Orr being Rachel's Great Great Great Grandfather).



David Orr is listed as a private in Capt. Johnson’s Company, in the War of 1812. I
believe this was a militia company and probably was to be called along with other
local company’s in case the British were to invade Portland for supplies and to
organize the fleet for invasion elsewhere. He married Joanna Toothaker in 1814 and
they had nine children.

There is a deed from 1798 where Luke Bishop sells to Joshua Bishop the fifty acres
that becomes the David Orr farm. It is unclear where Luke gets the property from
but the assumption is that he buys it from Clement Orr who is an abutter and the
original owner of the top of the hill. In 1812 Joshua Bishop sells to David and William
Orr , mentioned above, that same 50 acres.

See Cumberland County Registry of Deeds book 64/532, 1912 where Joshua Bishop
sells land on Orr's Island to David and William Orr, containing 50 acres, bound as
follows; begin at the NW corner of Clement Orr's land and run NE on Meryconeag
River 16 rods, then south 55 degrees east 8rods, then North 35 degrees east 24 rods
then South 55 degrees east across the island to a marked tree on the shore, thence
by the shore to the NE corner of Clement Orr's land then by Orr's land to the first
mentioned corner.

An interesting side note to David Orr is the depositions of David and Joanna Orr
against son in law Ephraim Johnson for the lack of support in their old age in return
for the receipt of their farm at Orr's Island.

Apparently David and Joanna felt they were getting too old to continue running the
farm and offered it to their son Isaac who turned down the offer saying he had more
than he could handle on his own farm. (which may have been in Topsham) Part of
the deal was that David and Joanna and daughter Patience would have life rights to
the farm house and would have to be taken care of with food, medicine and burials
when needed. The same offer was then made to their daughter Marthas husband
Ephraim Johnson of Bailey Island. Johnson accepted the offer and David Webber
from the Neck was called to write the agreement up and witness the document.
Ephraim also got a yoke of oxen, two cows and fourteen sheep as well as the hay
fields which produced about twenty tons of hay



The sale was done on the 25th of May 1865 and David kept the bond papers locked in
his desk for safe keeping. In April of 1869 David discovered that these papers that
bound Ephraim to care for them had disappeared. A search was made but to no avail.
When the subject was brought up to Ephraim he declined to give a copy and stated
David would not find the old ones and that in the absence of the bond papers he felt
no obligation to maintain David or Joanna any further. David appealed to the
Selectman of Harpswell and they, being Overseers of the Poor, provided supplies to
Orr.



I have found no clear resolution to this situation. David died in 1871, Joanna in 1890
and Patience married in 1872 and moved away, however, Ephraim Johnson, widower,
does sell the farm property he received from David Orr, to Charles and Harriett
Perkins of Orr’s Island in 1892. It appears that Ephraim is the one who sells the farm
off in smaller parcels to various people as well as to the Orr’s Island Cemetery, but
whether or not he was required to take care of his in-laws is not clear. He did later,
however enter into an agreement with Charles Perkins whereby he would keep and
maintain Ephraim Johnson for the remainder of his life and provide for burial and a
stone for him in return for a deed to property.



Ephraim died in 1905 and was buried at Orr’s Island. David Orr and his wife Joanna
are believed to be buried at Orr’s Island but there is no record of them there.
Ephraim, having not honored the agreement to support them may have forced the
town to bury them in the pauper section of the cemetery.

Burials in the pauper section behind the meetinghouse were not documented and it
appears that early in the 1900’s it was sold off for new burials. Nearly all the lots in
that section have been resold.

See Cumberland County Registry of deeds, book 376/216, for the depositions of
David and Joanna Orr against son in law Ephraim Johnson for the lack of support in
their old age in return for the receipt of their farm at Orr's Island.

333/377, Feb. 1856, David Orr to Ephraim Johnson


